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YOU LOOK
DULL...

| DON'T KNOW
WHAT'S GOING ON,
FOR TWO MONTHS | SEE
MY PERIOD FOR Z DAYS Ledd

INSTEAD OF 4 DAYS.
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YOU BEEN TO THE "

| DON'T HAVE
DOCUMENTS...BUT I'VE
BEEN TO THE CHEMIST
AND BOUGHT SOME

S \-\l‘

-

I AVISE YOU TO COME TO THE HOSPITAL
WHERE FOREIGNERS WITHOUT DOCUMENTS
ARE ACCEPTED AND YOU WILL BE TREATED
FREE. YOU CAN HAVE A COMPLETE CHECK-UP,
INSTEAD
OF TAKING
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\
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DRUGS
AND NOT FEELING
BETTER.

ORI
A\ s

g LET

ME TELL YOU MY
STORY. X EXPERIEN-
D THIS 3 MONTHS
AFTER MY ARRIVAL

=

I WAS WITHOUT PREGNANCY SIGNS
AS VOMITING, DIZZINESS, FREQUENT
URINATION, INCREASE IN THE SIZE OF
THE BUST, SPITTING OR SLEEPING, BUT
| WAS PREGNANT AS WELL BECAUSE.
| HAD THIS VERY PROBLEM.

ONE DAY AS | WAS

HOW
DID YOU TREAT

MY PROBLEMS, A VAN STOPPED IN FRONT OF ME
AND INSIDE THE VAN WERE 3 PEOPLE.

WORKING HERE, THINKING OFE

X WAS AFRAID. THEY ALL CAME DOWN FROM THE
VAN. AFTER GREETINGS, THEY SHOWED ME SOME
TAMPEP PROJECT PAPERS AND BOOKLETS

ABOUT SAFE SEX. THEY ASKED ME A LOT OF
QUESTIONS. AT THE END, THEY
FOUND THAT | NEEDED HELP %

(3

I WAS INVITED TO SEE @4
THEM THE NEXT DAY. QR

X WAS NOT SURE OF THESE PERSONS, BUT |
FEEL SO BAD, S0 | DECIDED TO RISK AND GO.

TOR SAW ME. THERE, | FOUND OUT HOW LUCKY
THEY TAUGHT ME SO MANY THINGS ABOUT THE

RIENCE WHICH | AM USING UP TO NOW.

THEY TOOK ME TO THE CONSULTORIO FAMILIARE WHERE A DOC-

DOMS, WITH PRATICAL DEMONSTRATIONS, SO AS NOT TO BREAK
THEM, AND ABOUT PREVENTION AND HOSPITAL SERVICES=EXPE-

| AM BECAUSE
USE OF CON-

AFTER WHICH, | DID BLOOD TEST,
URINE TEST, AND A
ECHOGRAM.. FROM
THE RESULTS, AFTER 7 DAYS,
THEY FOUND OUT THAT | WAS
ALMOST 3 MONTHS PREGNANT.
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I STARTED CRYING BECAUSE | COULDN'T BELIEVE |
Rt WAS PREGNANT. THEN,
= THE DOCTOR ASKED ME

WHAT'S THE MATTER.
I SAID | WANT
TO HAVE AN
ABORTION.

THE PILL 1S MADE OF HORMONES. ¥YOU
MUST TAKE ONE PILL A DAY FOR 2I DAYS

AFTER 20 DAYS THE PILL
EVERYTHING'S OKAY, BUT
NOW | SUGGEST THAT YOU ~
o2
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TO MY OWN SURPRISE, THE DOCTOR
TOLD ME | HAVE THE CHOICE TO KEEP
OR TO ABORT THE PREGNANCY, BUT |
HAD ONLY RVE DAYS LEFT FOR THE
ABORTION.

ABORTION

Is legal only in a public hospital
within the first 12 weeks. After
abortion, a little bleeding can
happen up to 7 days, use special
care for hygiene, don’t insert
anything into vagina, don’t have
sex for 15 days. After an abor-
tion, you can easily get pregnant!
Use a condom or other contracep-
tive method.

THE PILL WON'T WORK
ANYMORE DURING
THAT MONTH.

REMEMBER TO TAKE THE PILL EVERY DAY!

EVERY MONTH, THEN YOU WILL STOP FOR 7 DAYS.
(DURING THESE 7 DAYS YOU WILL HAVE YOUR
MENSES.) XF YOU FORGET TO TAKE THE PILL ONE
OR MORE DAYS, YOU WILL NOT BE
PROTECTED ANYMORE!
ALSO, IF YOU HAVE
OR VOMITING,

OH, DOCTOR!
SEEMS SO DIFRCULT TO ME TO

YOU CAN HAVE AN INJECTION
OF HORMONES THAT WILL
SOLVE YOUR PROBLEM FOR
THREE MONTHS.

OR YOU CAN CHOOSE A
HANDY  METHOD LIKE THE

DIAPHRAGM. XT IS A THIN
RUBBER DOME THAT BLOCKS
SPERM FROM ENTERING THE
UTERUS. ¥YOU HAVE TO PUT [T

IN EACH TIME
BEFORE HAVING
SEX WITH A
SPERMICIDAL
FOAM, LEAVING
ITIN 6 HOURS
AFTER SEX. KF
YOU WANT T0
USE" IT, THE
NURSE WiLL
TEACH  YOU
HOW.

IT DOESN'T COST ME NOTHING.
I WAS ASKED TO SIGN AN
INFORMED-CONSENT FORM AND TO
PRESENT |DENTIFICATION OR TO
CERTIFY MY SELF-IDENTITY.

WITH ONE DAY IN THE HOSPITAL | HAVE THE ABORTION. AT NIGHT |
GO BACK HOME WITH SOME DRUGS. THEY ASKED ME TO COME BACK |
TN 20 DAYS FOR CHECK-UP. .
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THE TUD (INTRAUTERINE DEVICE)
LOOKS LIKE A TINY ANCHOR. XT
HAS TO BE PUT INTO THE UTERUS
BY A DOCTOR. XT CAN STAY IN
FOR ONLY TWO YEARS, ONLESS
YOU HAVE SOME PROBLEMS
DURING THAT TIME.

BUT BECAUSE OF YOUR WORK ON
THE STREET, | ADVISE YOU TO USE

THE PILL. TN CASE THE CONDOM \
BREAKS YOU WILL BE FREE FROM \\\é\'y

PREGNANCY, BUT ATTENTION: ALL

THESE CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS 00 § .7

NOT PROTECT YOU FROM AXDS

AND OTHER VENEREAL DISEASES. THE
CONDOM IS THE ONLY ONE WHICH CAN PROTECT
YOU AGAINST THESE SICKNESSES.

R INOW, SOPHIA, YOU ARE FORTUNATE THAT
8( YOU HAVE DIFFERENT CENTRES WHERE YOU N GO TO
HAVE TREATMENT WITHOUT HAVING PROBLEMS OF
DOCUMENTS OR MONEY. I WILL TAKE YOU THERE,

ADDRESSES: (Ask TAMPEP people for the
addresses of health services centres

and Family Medicine Clinics (Consultori

Familiari) or see Augusta’s Way booklet.
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SABINA AND SOPHIA GOING
TO THE HOSPITAL.

A
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AFTER REGISTRATION, THE DOCTOR
WROTE OUT SOME TESTS TO BE DONE
BEFORE TREATMENT.

TEN DAYS AFTER THE TESTS, v
SOPHIA COLLECTED THE RESOLTS BUT YOU T e 00 i /
AND WENT BACK TO THE DOCTOR HAVE A SERIOUS INFECTION IN wm”? {
AS_APPOINTED. YOUR WOMS. —

THE
TEST SHOWS
YOU ARE NOT
PREGNANT.

I DN'T
SEE MY MENSES
FOR ABOUT TWO
WEEKS, THEN | ASKED
ADVICE FROM A FRIEND.
SHE ASKED ME TO DRINK
AN AFRICAN MIXTURE,

AFTER WHICH THE MEN-
SES CAME OUT HEAVILY
FOR TEN DAYS AND
THEN STOPPED.
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IF YOU DON'T TREAT [T NOW,
IT MIGHT LEAD TO
STERILITIY.
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REMEMBER...
THREE MONTHS

SOPHIA,
HERE WE HAVE
THE RESULTS OF THE TESTS, THE
DOCTOR 1S WAITING
FOR YOU.
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OH,
| AM SO HAPPY
Now!

WELL, SOPHIA,
THE TESTS ARE OKAY.
YOU ARE

MENSES, BUT REMEMBER THAT THE PILL
WILL NOT PROTECT YOU FROM AXDS
AND OTHER VENEREAL DISEASES.

S0 USE [T TOGETHER r

WITH THE CONDOM. v
N?;r;ooo e somn 4% .
‘N :;;zjy_ﬂ,fzz/ t;?

THANK YOU, DOCTOR, BUT
| HAVE A FRIEND WAITING
OUTSIDE...

DOES
SHE WANT T0

SEE ME? GALL
A\~ _HER IN/ =

THIS IS MY
RIEND GINDY.

WA N/ WY o NOW | WILL PRESCRIBE
DO YOU KNOW YOU NOT COME TO SOME DRUGS FOR YOU TO TAKE, AFTER WHICH YOU
THAT THIS COULD THE HOSPITAL WILL REPEAT THESE TESTS.
HAVE COST FOR TESTS? THE NURSE WILL GIVE YOU AN APPOINTMENT.
YOU YOUR /

FAMILY WILL
ADOPT |T AND WILL
LOVE IT LIKE THEIR

THREE MONTHS LATER SOPHIA COMES BACK WITH TH|
RESULTS OF THE TESTS. FOR
PREGNANT
, WOMEN TREATMENT AND

OH, MATERNITY CARE |S FREE AND |F

YOUR BABYS NIE! YOU WANT YOU CAN GIVE THE BABY VERY
I PREGNANT BUT | UP FOR ADOPTION. THE NURSE OWN CHILO
WILL EXPLAIN THE LAW ON :

HAVE DEBTS TO PAY.

7 ADOPTION.

WELL, HAVE YOU TAKEN ALL YES, NOW | TAKE

THE TESTS TO SEE IF THE BABY THEY MEDIGINES AND COME FOR
IS ALL RIGHT. ARE VERY CHECK-UPS. XF THEY g
o | | e "
THE BABY? | WILL KEEP

If you want to keep the
child, before going on with
your pregnancy. You must
check to see if you have AIDS
or another venereal disease or
other blood sickness: you can
pass the virus and other sick-
ness to the child.

SOMETIMES LATER, SABINA AND SOPHIA GO
OUT DANUNG WITH THEIR BOYFRIENDS.
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WELL, SOPHIA, 1S
EVERYTHING OKAY WITH
JONATHAN?

TOGETHER WITH ME. NOW |
TAKE THE PILL AND WE MAKE

YESTERDAY, THE CONDOM) DON'T WORRY ABOUT

BROKE AND NOW '/ PREGNANCY. X CAN PRESCRIBE \
AFRAID OF PREGNANCY / YOU THE “MORNING AFTER™ PILL:

OR DISEASES. T 1S A STRONG DOSE OF
HORMONES THAT YOU
MUST TAKE WITHIN

48 HOURS AFTER THE
CONDOM. BREAKS.
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IT WILL BRING ON YOUR MENSES.
AS FOR AXIDS, YOU SHOULD TEST YOUR BLOOD
FOR THE NEXT 3 TO 6 MONTHS
T0 BE SURE THAT YoU
ARE NOT |NFECTED.

The «morning after»
pill can solve an

emergency, but it is
not a contraceptive.

AS FOR ME,

| HAVE A NEW BOYFRIEND.
WE HAVE STAYED TOGETHER FOR |4
A WEEK, BUT | USE THE CONDOM/R
"BECAUSE | DON'T .
 KNOW IF HE

IS RISKY,

THE END
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